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  1 July Ezekiel 1 John 21 17 July Ezekiel 32,33 2 Peter 1 
  2 July Ezekiel 2,3 Psalm 119:97-120 18 July Ezekiel 34,35 2 Peter 2 
  3 July Ezekiel 4,5 James 1 19 July Ezekiel 36,37 Psalms 126-128 
  4 July Ezekiel 6,7 James 2 20 July Ezekiel 38,39 2 Peter 3 
  5 July Ezekiel 8,9 Psalm 119:121-144 21 July Ezekiel 40,41 1 John 1 
  6 July Ezekiel 10,11 James 3 22 July Ezekiel 42,43 1 John 2 
  7 July Ezekiel 12,13 James 4 23 July Ezekiel 44,45 Psalms 129-131 
  8 July Ezekiel 14,15 James 5 24 July Ezekiel 46,47 1 John 3 
  9 July Ezekiel 16,17 Psalm 119:145-176 25 July Ezekiel 48 1 John 4 
10 July Ezekiel 18,19 1 Peter 1 26 July Daniel 1-3 Psalms 132-134 
11 July Ezekiel 20,21 1 Peter 2 27 July Daniel 4,5 1 John 5 
12 July Ezekiel 22,23 Psalms 120-122 28 July Daniel 6,7 2 John 
13 July Ezekiel 24,25 1 Peter 3 29 July Daniel 8,9 3 John 
14 July Ezekiel 26,27 1 Peter 4 30 July Daniel 10-12 Psalms 135,136 
15 July Ezekiel 28,29 1 Peter 5 31 July Hosea 1,2 Jude 
16 July Ezekiel 30,31 Psalms 123-125    
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�  Several folk have signalled their interest in the p ilgrimage to Iona. I am looking for around 12 
"pilgrims.” Eight have indicated that they are inte rested at the moment.  If you have said you are 
interested, tell Willis again so that no one will s lip through the net.  The following have indicated 
interest: Mr. and Mrs Iain Deering, Ethna Ferguson,  Andrew and Elizabeth Fraser, Hamish and 
Margo McLennan, Nicky Guthrie. Provisional dates ar e Friday 2 October to Sunday night 4 
October.  Details will be published in the Septembe r edition of the Parishioner. 
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PENTECOST SUNDAY AT KIRKHILL CHURCH 

 

 

 
 

At Willis’ invitation ( i.e. heavy hint ) Elizabeth MacRae baked a splendid Pentecost cake, for all 
to share with a cup of tea after morning worship on  Sunday 31 May 2009.  
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Dear Major Chords, 
  
I am so happy that Willis has invited us to make hy mn requests for our summer worship services.  The h ymns we 
love not only reveal things about our personalities , and our faith journeys - they also shed light on our personal 
histories. Hymns we love may be the old classics, t he gospel song, hymn tunes borrowed from musical 
productions, religious folk, pop or contemporary mu sic, or Scripture inspired songs from the West End like 
Godspell, or Jesus Christ Superstar. All God's chor isters have a place in that celestial choir. Some s ing low, some 
sing high. It's not so important that we sing beaut ifully, but that we have a song to sing. 
 
As a young girl in the Methodist Church of Bald Kno b, Arkansas, I fell in love with two brothers - Joh n and Charles 
Wesley. My grandfather talked a lot about John Wesl ey from the pulpit and taught us many hymns by Char les 
Wesley. From then 'til now, I thrill to the lyrics of Charles Wesley especially in the hymn "And can i t be ". My 
favourite verse (which I still remember) is "My cha ins fell off, my heart was free. I rose, went forth  and followed 
Thee." Mum was at the organ. She needed no music le ssons, for she played by ear. Her favourite hymn wa s 
"Blessed Assurance”. This hymn continues to bring g reat comfort to many in 2009. It was written by Fan ny Crosby. 
Fanny was blind from infancy, but wrote more than 8 ,000 Gospel hymn texts. The music was written by he r good 
friend Phoebe Knapp. Fanny Crosby is known to this day as the Queen of Gospel Music. 
 
My father died in 1947, and my mother went to work in Little Rock, Arkansas. She had to go back to wor k in order to 
support three children. A beautiful black "mammy" l ooked after us, and introduced me to the negro spir ituals. She 
sang all day long and our mammy, Cookie Biggs, was such a comfort to us. Her favourite spiritual, and now mine, 
was "His eye is on the sparrow, and I know He watch es me." Cookie told us about Ethel Waters, a black Gospel 
singer who made the spiritual famous. Ethel was bor n into a life of severe poverty. She was the daught er of a 
mother who had given birth to 23 other children. Ev eryone overlooked Ethel until she sang this beautif ul Gospel 
song.  God had given her a voice that made her song  and herself one of the best loved and best known o f the negro 
spiritual singers in the world. 
  
In 1957, I met Willis Jones, and was introduced to a new kind of hymn writing - the Scottish Psalter. At least they 
were NEW to me. After we were engaged in 1964 and w ere talking about setting up house in a manse, I wa nted him 
to sing something like "I can't give you anything b ut love, baby".  But there were other dwellings on his mind. His 
favourite was, "How l, O Lord of Hosts to me. The t abernacles of thy grace, how pleasant Lord they be. " (psalm 84) I 
knew that heaven was my home, but I wasn't homesick , yet. I stayed with it and came to love those Psal ms like the 
one we used last Sunday, " O send thy light forth a nd thy truth, let them be guides to me." ( Psalm 43  ) 
  
In the 1960's I learned that spiritual songs don't have to be in hymnbooks. Andrew Lloyd Webber and Ti m Rice 
wrote JESUS CHRIST SUPERSTAR and brought it to Broa dway and the West End. JOSEPH'S AMAZING 
TECHNICOLOUR DREAMCOAT was another one of our favou rites. I remember sitting with Willis as we listene d to 
Mary Magdalene's song from SUPERSTAR, and crying at  the contemporary power and emotion and relevance 
those words had for us. Having recently graduated f rom Seminary, and a bit weary of only an intellectu al approach 
to faith, this music was truly liberating. 
  
On my top ten spiritual pieces are things all the w ay from "Unto us a child is born" from Handel's MES SIAH to  
Garfunkel's  soulful rendering of "Like a Bridge ov er Troubled Waters." I am so glad that God has put a song in our 
hearts and so many lyrics to go with the music. My all time favourite is, "Praise, my Soul, the King o f Heaven", 
number 360 in CH3. The tune is beautiful and the ly rics so meaningful. We sang it with the congregatio n at our 
wedding and I'll make its words my recessional: 
 
   Father like he tends and spares us, Well our feeble  frame he knows 
   In his arms he gently bears us  Rescues us from all our foes 
   Praise Him, Praise Him  Widely as his mercy flow s. 
  
May there always be a song in your hearts.   
 
Strictly Come Singing, 

��������
����
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Revival of Beauly Gala 
 

Beauly Gala is making a return this summer after an  absence of several years.  
The four-day event will take place from 16 to 19 Ju ly 2009 and will feature 

attractions such as a pipe band display, a tea danc e, a shinty competition and 
stalls.  There will also be the crowning of a Gala Queen and her attendants. 
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The August 2009 issue of The Parishioner will be pu blished on Sunday, 26 July 

2009. 


