
April 2015 edition of KirkLink -  Issue 4                                                                                                            Page 1 
 

                    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Ordination and Induction of Rev. Dr. Jonathan Humphrey 
 

On Friday the 27th of March we experienced a day that we had long anticipated.  The Rev. Dr Jonathan 

Humphrey, his wife Kate and sons Robbie and Calum took up residence in the manse.  We have been 

earnestly praying that the Lord, in His time, would send us the special person of his choosing, and we 

believe that was fulfilled on Friday night when the Rev. Dr Jonathan Humphrey was ordained and 

inducted as the Minister for Kirkhill and Kiltarlity Parish Churches. 
 

About 160 people gathered at Kiltarlity Church, made up of members of the linked charge, guests, 

friends, well-wishers from Gorebridge Parish Church and a good representation of the Presbytery of 

Inverness.  The singing was superb and the actual induction most meaningful and moving.  Jonathan’s 

responses to the Moderator’s questions were said with great feeling and earnestness and when the 

Presbytery Ministers laid hands on him one felt the presence of God strongly.  Rev. David Scott then 

gave a challenging message to the new Minister and to both congregations. 
 

We then travelled the four miles to Wardlaw Church in Kirkhill, where a team led by Flora Morrison had 

laid on a most delicious buffet.  The sanctuary and balcony were full to overflowing and the food was 

royally accompanied by the Animato Quartet.  A warm and friendly atmosphere pervaded and after 

the refreshments Rev. Dr. Peter Donald, our well-loved Interim Moderator, chaired the proceedings.  

Shona MacDonald treated us to a delightful solo.  Then in a light hearted manner Iain Marr welcomed 

Jonathan and presented him with a log of wood as a token of a full load that is to be delivered to the 

manse and in the same vein Ian Morrison presented a bouquet of flowers to Kate.  Neighbouring 

Ministers, the Rev. Joe Barnard from Kiltarlity Free Church and the Rev. Hugh Watt from 

Drumnadrochit Church of Scotland then gave warm welcomes to Jonathan. 
 

Peter handed over the chair to Jonathan who encouraged us greatly as he related how he and Kate 

felt they had been called by God to our linked charge.  Sasha Clement, the talented young daughter of 

our organist Tonya, delighted us with two beautiful solos on the violin.  Alasdair Morrison then paid a 

very moving and heartfelt vote of thanks to Rev. Dr. Peter Donald for the exceptional way in which he 

has helped and steered us through our vacancy.  Peter was also presented with a log with the promise 

of a load to follow.  Sheila Moir followed and presented Mrs. Brigid Donald with a bouquet of flowers 

for her tolerance in lending us Peter for the last 2 years’ service as our Interim Moderator. 
 

The Rev. Mark Nicholas, Minister of Gorebridge where Jonathan was Associate Minister, gave us a 

glowing report of Jonathan and Kate’s work and influence there.  We all felt that we have been truly 

blessed and that the ‘someone special’ we had prayed for had arrived.  The evening finished with 

Jonathan telling us of his vision for our linked churches and we were left in no doubt about his faith, 

sincerity and reliance on the Holy Spirit.  It was a very happy evening and when Jonathan led us in the 

singing of ‘Jesus we enthrone You’ and ‘He is Lord’ there was a real atmosphere of worship in God’s 

presence.  We all left uplifted, full of hope and praising God. 
Thanks to Iain Marr for these words  
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Please continue to come and put the world to rights at our 
coffee mornings, held each Tuesday from 10:00 a.m. to 12 
noon at Wardlaw Church.  The home baking is truly excellent, 
and you will receive a warm welcome every time. 
 

Tuesday mornings at the Church have become a very popular 
event and attract folks from Inverness to Beauly.  This is not 
just for “Church” people, but for everyone who wants to come 
and meet friends in a cosy environment.  You are more than 
welcome to come along and bring your neighbours and 
friends.  There is no fixed charge for the refreshments, but a 
donation towards the cost will be most welcome. 

 
  

 
part of the work of 

 
 
 

 

We are collecting for the Highland Foodbank during April. The usual non-perishable items are always 
acceptable, but Lorna Dempster has told us that they are currently quite low on the following items : 

 

Tinned mince 
Tinned corned beef 

Tinned ham 
Long life UHT milk 

 

If you prefer to give a financial gift that, too, will be very much appreciated.  This can be given to any 
of the Church Elders or Margaret Birkbeck.  Margaret  plans to deliver our collection to the Highland 
Foodbank week commencing Monday, 27th April 2015. 
 
 

Thank you very much for your support ! 

 

 

 

Third Sunday Praise at Wardlaw Church is on 

Sunday, 19th April 2015 starting at 6:00 p.m. 
 

Third Sunday Praise is an informal gathering for a time of worship which is meaningful and heartfelt, 
using a mix of modern and traditional music. 

 

People from a variety of church backgrounds really appreciate this opportunity to worship together 
and enjoy the tea, coffee and home baking provided afterwards. 

  

Everyone who wishes to come is made most welcome. 

This event gives everyone a chance to learn and sing new hymns and songs. 
 
 

If you are able to play a musical instrument, and wish to share that skill, 
please speak to Alasdair Morrison – 831 185.  
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Message from Rev. Jonathan Humphrey, Minister for Kirkhill and Kiltarlity 
 

“Every time we think of you, we give thanks to our 

God.  Whenever we pray, we make our requests 

for all of you with joy” (Philippians 1: 3-4).  These 

were Paul’s words to the church in Philippi and 

they are also our words and prayers of 

thanksgiving for all our church family in Kirkhill and 

Kiltarlity.  We have been so overwhelmed by your 

love and generosity these past few days - for the 

enormous amount of work that has been done on 

the manse, for the splendid welcome at my 

Ordination service and for the lovely presents of 

food, flowers and cards that have arrived at our 

door.  We have been able to thank some of you in 

person, but for those that we have not had a 

chance to speak to yet – please accept our 

heartfelt thanks.  Although we have only been here a few days we are already beginning to feel at 

home, thanks to your warm welcome. 
 

Jesus gave a key Kingdom principle to do with giving, which you can read about in Luke’s gospel - 
 

“Give, and you will receive. Your gift will return to you in full — pressed down, 

shaken together to make room for more, running over, and poured into your lap.” 
 

Kate and I can testify to this principle on so many occasions in our own lives and so we pray that 

God would pour out his rich blessing and favour on everyone in the K&K church family, especially 

on all of you who have given sacrificially of time and money to see us successfully ensconced !  So 

we look forward to celebrating Easter with you all and the chance to reflect together on the most 

cosmos changing, life-transforming act of sacrifice there has ever been.  We give thanks to God 

that Jesus died on the cross so that we could live.  As we worship Him, celebrating His victory over 

death, let’s decide to press in to Him, by faith, to experience the reality of His resurrected 

presence living in and amongst us by the power of the Holy Spirit.   
 

So over these next weeks and months why not come and join us for worship@K&K.  We look 

forward to meeting you and getting to know you all.  
 

Blessings 
 

Jonathan 
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How bagpipes work 
 

The whole family of pipes are all based around very simple principles of a bag, 
chanter and drones.  All these things go together to make what we now know as the 
sound of the pipes.  The sound is key to their success.  The distinctive skirl and 
drone is recognised the world over from Kingston to Kandahar.  There are dozens 
of different pipes in use around the world with many more lost in history. 
 

Early pipes date back beyond 1000 years BC. The earliest records show pipe 
carvings on Hittite stones from the ancient Middle East.  The popular Great 
Highland Bagpipe is used the world over to lift the spirits with tattoos and massed 
pipe bands and to remember and mourn the dead at funerals and memorials.  It 
inspires soldiers to follow and audiences to get to their feet. 
 

The bag is the heart of the pipes; it keeps the air moving to all the other parts.  
Hand stitched and sewn, the bag is cut out of fine quality sheepskin, which is 
traditionally used because of its porous skin that lets moisture out but keeps the air 
in. 
 

There's an air of mystery in the preparation of the bag that comes from the secret 
seasoning with which the leather is treated.  Each bag is filled with a special mixture 
that treats the leather and seals any sections that might not be completely airtight.  
The seasoning recipe is top secret and remains closely guarded.  Suggestions on 

online bagpipe forums for home-made seasoning recipes feature ingredients including honey, molasses, egg whites, 
glycerine, oil soap, hydrogenated cottonseed oil and pine cleaning fluid.  With a mind boggling array of ingredients 
like those in the recipes will probably remain secret forever. 
 

Drones are the key to producing the pipes’ unique sound.  Scottish pipes have three drones, two tenors which 
play exactly the same note and the bass which plays an octave below.  They are powered by drone reeds, which is a 
cylinder of wood split into two pieces for tuning purposes.  The piper moves the reed when playing to adjust the 
tuning.  Traditionally, the drone reed would have been made from a piece of cane.  However, synthetic drone reeds 
made of a plastic compound are now common.  In the body of the reed, is the tongue which sits at the top and 
vibrates against the body of the reed when air passes over it. 
 

On its own it doesn’t sound like much, but when placed inside the drone the distinctive sound of the pipes is 
awakened. 
 

The chanter creates the pipes’ melody.  The finger holes share a familiarity with a recorder.  The chanter makes 
nine notes from low G, low A, B, C, D, E, F, high G, and high A.  These notes don't exactly correspond to modern 
tuning, the A most pipers play to is closer to a B flat.  Inside the chanter is a small reed which is made of cane or 
increasingly a synthetic plastic material. The smaller the reed the louder the sound it creates by vibrating then 
projecting a sound.  This is also why you need a bag to push enough air through to get the stiff reed vibrating.  
Highland bagpipe music is written in the key of D major, where the C and F are sharp. Due to the lack of chromatic 
notes, to change key is also to change mode. 
 
 

 

With Statutory Annual Meetings at church in mind… 
 

It was not an accident that seventeen of the thirty-six parables of our Lord had to do with property and 
-  William James Dawsonstewardship.  

 

- WH GreavesStewardship is what a man does after he says, ‘I believe.’   
 

All God’s giants have been weak men who did great things for God because they reckoned on His being 
- J Hudson Taylorwith them.   

 

I believe in loyalty to the local church. I don’t believe in that view of the invisible church that makes you 
- Vance Havnerinvisible at church !   

 

Don’t stay away from church because there are so many hypocrites.  There’s always room for one more.  - 

A R Adams 
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Mark   - disciple, apostle, writer of the second gospel 
 

Mark, whose home in Jerusalem became a place of rest for Jesus and his 12 apostles, is considered the 

traditional author of the second gospel.  He is also usually identified as the young man, described in 

Mark 14:51, who followed Christ after his arrest and then escaped capture by leaving his clothes 

behind. 
 

Papias, in 130, said that in later years Mark became Peter’s interpreter.  If so, then this close friendship 

would have been how Mark gathered so much information about Jesus’ life.  Peter referred to him 

affectionately as his ‘son’.   
 

Mark was also a companion to Paul on his journeys.  When Paul was held captive at Rome, Mark was 

with him, helping him.  Mark’s Gospel, most likely written in Italy, perhaps in Rome, is the earliest 

account we have of the life of Jesus.  Mark died about 74 AD. 
 

Early in the 9th century Mark’s body was brought to Venice, whose patron he became, and there it has 

remained to this day.  The symbol of Mark as an evangelist, the lion, is much in evidence at Venice. 
 

 

 

 

What do we want from our Parliament ? 
 

A few months ago, in late January, we marked the 750th anniversary of the first English Parliament, held 
by Simon de Montfort in the Palace of Westminster.   In another few weeks, in May, we will be facing a 
General Election.  So it seems appropriate to recognise the long, albeit somewhat chequered, history of 
democracy we have enjoyed in this country. 
 

At the very least, elections provide an opportunity for us to reflect on priorities and concerns, for ourselves 
and for the society in which we live: health, education, transport, housing, welfare, tax, crime, 
environment, immigration. Not for the first time will we notice how many of these play to our fears as well 
as our hopes. 
 

In all of this, we recognise that politics is an inevitable feature of life for the ‘whole-life’ disciple. We 
recognise, too, that Scripture allows us to be neither overly cynical nor overly confident about the potential 
of politics to make a difference. 
 

As Romans 13:1-7 reminds us, we acknowledge that ‘the authorities... have been established by God for... 
our good’ – words written in the context of an imperial power holding sway.  In the UK, where we have a 
voice in deciding who the ‘authorities’ should be, where it’s possible to encourage the values by which 
society operates, we accept the responsibility that comes with the privilege, and vote wisely. 
 

More specifically, a perspective nourished by Scripture helps to reframe how and why we vote.  We vote 
not simply for what will benefit ourselves, but for what will benefit others, for that which serves the wider 
community.  Scripture places high premium on right treatment of the vulnerable and marginalised.  What 
do manifestos say about the poor, the elderly, the disabled, the asylum seeker ?  Since the gospel 
reframes aspirations, we vote less for what might bring material gain than for what might bring moral gain. 
  

What will be the effect of policies on marriage, family life, poverty ?  Given the centrality of relationship at 
the heart of the gospel, we vote for what will build and nurture relationships – personally, nationally, 
internationally.  On issues related to religion, not least the freedom to practise our faith in the public 
square, we vote for that which is more likely to promote the way of the gospel. 
 

Who we vote for and why arguably says as much about us as it does about candidates and parties.  Who 
will you vote for ?  What will you vote for ? 
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/ Contd. 
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This is an article is uplifted  from the April 2015 edition of Life and Work 
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Wise and otherwise 
 
 

An alternative meaning to the phrase ‘mixed feelings’ – A man watching his mother-in-law drive over a cliff in his 
brand new car. 
 

The local policeman was always on the lookout for law-breakers, and that included the Minister.  One sunny 
Sunday morning, with the Church bells calling the locals to worship, he saw the Minister flying down the hill on 
his bicycle – robes billowing out behind him.  The policeman positioned himself next to the stop sign on the 
road junction at the bottom of the hill and waited.  Seeing him at the last minute, the Minister jammed on his 
brakes sending the rear of the bicycle up in the air and throwing the Minister to the ground.  Somehow 
everything came to a halt just on the white line.  In total disbelief the policeman went over to help the Minister 
up when he heard him say, “That was close, thank goodness the Lord was with me.”  The policeman 
immediately reached for his notebook and said “you’re booked – two on a bicycle.” 
 

Three good friends, one a surgeon, one an architect and the other a politician, were discussing who belonged to 
the oldest profession.  The surgeon argued that the honour was his as Eve was made from Adam’s rib – and that 
was surgery.  But, said the architect, before Adam order was made out of chaos – and that is architecture.  That 
may be true argued the politician, but who created the chaos ? 
 

The Army Chaplain had conducted a short service for wounded soldiers in hospital.  On leaving he said, “hope 
you get better soon,” to which some patients shouted back, “and you too.” 
 

Some members were discussing the role of Presbytery.  One suggested it was where Ministers go to exchange 
their sermons, and added, “but our Minister never gets any luck in the draw.” 
 

A Minister trying to explain the differences between fact and faith – it is fact that you are sitting in the pews.  
It’s fact that I’m here in the pulpit.  But it is faith that makes me believe anyone is listening. 
 

Normally the anthem was after the sermon and on one occasion the title was ‘It is now time to awake from 
sleep.’  The following week the Minister put the anthem before the sermon, and used as his text “After the 
uproar had ceased Paul addressed the people.” 
 

Church terminology : ‘sole nominee’ – a new way of cooking fish. 
 

A solicitor / accountant / advisor in his early fifties died suddenly.  As he reached the ‘pearly gates’ Peter said he 
was very interested in meeting up with this individual, as he had never met a 167 year old person.  The person 
protested that they were not 167, but only 53 years old.  Well, said Peter, according to the hours you have 
charged your clients for, you must be 167. 
 

On reaching the ‘pearly gates,’ John was directed to an office at the far end of a very long corridor.  As he 
walked along he noticed that on both sides of the corridor was room after room full of clocks.  On reaching the 
office he noticed other clocks, and whilst waiting his turn, he noticed one clock advance forward one hour.  A 
few minutes later it advanced another hour.  When it came his turn for processing John asked about all the 
rooms full of clocks.  “Well,” Peter replied, “everyone has a clock and when it stops that is their time up.”   “But 
what about that clock over there” John asked, “it goes forward an hour every so often – look, it has just done it 
again.”   “Ah that belongs to Nicola Sturgeon, and every time she tells a lie the clock advances one hour.”   “So 
if that one is Nicola Sturgeon’s where is Alex Salmond’s ?”   “That’s it on the desk,” said Peter, “we use it as a 
fan.” 
 

A traveller, just got off the ferry, asked an Irishman if he knew how far it was from Stranraer to Larne.  “No I 
don’t,” replied the Irishman, “but I know Larne to Stranraer is 47 miles.”  The traveller pointed out that if Larne 
to Stranraer is 47 miles, then Stranraer to Larne must be the same.  This confused the Irishman for a minute but 
he replied “it depends on how you look at it.  Christmas to New Year is 7 days, but New Year to Christmas is a 
little longer.” 
 

Politician replying to a long speech by a member of the opposition party – “Mr. Speaker, the right honourable 
member couldn’t have said less, unless he had said more.” 
 

The Minister’s wife had died suddenly.  Naturally he was very upset and didn’t want to take the Sunday service, 
so he emailed the Presbytery Clerk ‘Regret to inform you that I have just lost my wife.  Please send me a 
substitute for this weekend.’ 
 

If we don’t get all we want, we should be grateful we don’t get all we deserve. 
 

/ contd. 
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Notice on wall of Sunday School crèche – 1st Corinthians 15 verse 51. ‘We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be 
changed.’ 
 

Checking Sunday School children’s knowledge, the teacher asked “Cleanliness is next to what ?”  A small boy 
replied “Impossible.” 
 

A slip of the pen in the Church notices.  ‘Next Sunday evening – Pot luck supper.  Prayer and medication to 
follow.’ 
 

During the second world war there were a number of Black Watch soldiers serving together who all came from 
the same area in Glasgow.  It was agreed that friends and relatives compile a book of messages to be sent on to 
the soldiers.  When the parcel was opened, the front cover said – ‘May God keep you safe from the neighbours 
and children of Kenmore Avenue.’ 
 

The newlyweds thought they were getting their wedding photos for selection.  However what they received 
were various poses of a baby, along with a note to ‘please state what size they wanted, and how many.’ 
 

A mother had baked two dozen small cakes.  Before going out, she put them in a box with a note stuck on the 
outside – ‘not for the family, all counted, Mum.’  On her return she went to the box to find another note 
attached – ‘tested and approved, Dad and sons.’ 
 

Life is 10% what we make of it and 90% how we take it. 
 

How’s business ?  Florist – blooming; Minister – divine; Taxi driver – fare; Photographer – developing; Dry 
cleaner – pressing; Baker – rising. 
 

Notice on back of school bus – Approach with care, driver under the influence of kids. 
 

Iron age – the age before drip dry. 
 

Humour is to life what shock absorbers are to cars. 
 

Dog for sale – eats anything.  Fond of children. 
 

Golf – a game where if you don’t succeed you try again.  If you are honest you mark it down on the score card. 
 

Men blame fate for most accidents, but feel personally responsible when they make a hole in one. 
 

Friends – a thermometer by which we may judge the temperature of our fortune. 
 

A bad back – the best labour saving device for the garden. 
 

Two men were discussing hypnotism.  One said it was to get a man in your power, and make him do whatever 
you want.  The other replied – that’s not hypnotism, that’s marriage. 
 

A lot of modern upbringing consists of giving children their head and leaving them to find their feet. 
 

“So you and Harry are married” said the Minister, “and all along I thought it was just another flirtation.”  “So did 
Harry” the lady replied. 
 

I have learnt that : 
 

 Money isn’t everything but it comes a close second to oxygen. 

 An economist is the only person who can be right just 10% of the time and still get paid. 

 Health is more important than wealth, but I am revisiting the concept on a monthly basis. 

 Most people resist change and yet it is the only thing that brings progress. 

 Enthusiasm and success seem to run together. 

 When things are going well I should take pictures. 

 People who say “money isn’t everything” usually have plenty of it. 

 A man who thinks he is smarter than his wife, has a smart wife. 

 Nothing is as frustrating as taking something on board and then realising your wife told you exactly the same 

thing 6 months earlier. 

 
 

Thanks to David Birkbeck for these two pages of little gems of thoughts and observations. 
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Budget change to Gift Aid could be worth £700,000 to Church 
 

The Gift Aid scheme allows churches to reclaim tax 

on donations of £20 or less.  Changes to the Gift Aid 

Small Donation Scheme could add up to an extra 

£700,000 in income for churches across Scotland, 

following new rules introduced in the budget. 
 

Since April 2013, the Gift Aid scheme allows 

churches to claim tax repayments on small 

donations of under £20.  Initially churches could 

make claims on up to £5,000 of small donations.  

Now that limit has been raised to £8,000. 
 

Rev Alan Gibson, who is Head of Stewardship, says, 

"The change means that each church should be able 

to claim a minimum of £2,000 a year in Gift Aid repayments, just for loose cash in collection offering plates.  

Receiving the full benefit of the Gift Aid scheme does depend on individual churches exercising good 

stewardship and claiming the maximum amount available.  Some churches with additional buildings are 

currently claiming as much as £3,750 annually."  If everyone makes full use of the scheme the budget change 

could mean an additional £700,000 of income for churches across Scotland, he says.  "That's a sizeable sum, 

which can be put to good use across the Church and the many projects and community activities it supports." 
 

The Chancellor also announced another budget change which could benefit our churches which are listed 

buildings, by adding £40 million to the Listed Places of Worship: Roof Repair Fund.  This additional money 

increases the total funding available to £55 million.  The initial scheme is now closed but the additional funding 

means more applicants will receive awards which are due to be announced before the end of this month. 
 

Keith Mason, Depute Secretary for the General Trustees of the Church of Scotland, said he had lobbied the 

Department of Culture on behalf of the Trustees to point out that the fund's rules had left rural churches at a 

disadvantage.  Department of Culture staff then shared the information with the Treasury.  "Congregations 

with listed buildings were required to work with a conservation architect. Because most conservation architects 

are based in the cities, rural churches didn't have enough time to comply with that rule and produce the 

required property report and detailed repairs proposals," he said.  "This change levels the playing field by giving 

rural churches more time to find a conservation architect." 
 

There were 72 applications from Church of Scotland congregations, but almost 2000 applicants across the 

whole of the UK so competition for the money is fierce.  The Fund will now reopen to new applications later this 

year, making awards from an additional £25 million to be allocated during 2016. 

 
 

Heaven - An exasperated mother, whose son was always getting into mischief, finally asked him, "How 

do you expect to get into Heaven ?"  
 

The boy thought it over and said, "Well, I'll just run in and out and in and out and keep slamming the 

door until St. Peter says 'For Heaven's sake, Dylan, come in or stay out !'"  
 

Dial - They have Dial-a-Prayer for atheists now.   You call up and it rings and rings but nobody answers.  
 

For MPs only - At the pearly gates, St. Peter greeted a Minister and a Member of Parliament and gave them their 
room keys.  "Minister, here are the keys to one of our nicest single rooms.  And for you, Mr MP, the keys to our 
finest penthouse suite."   The Minister began to protest that this was unfair.   "Listen," St. Peter said, "Ministers are 
ten a penny up here, but this is the first MP we've ever seen." 
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House sparrow rule roost in 

Scotland's gardens 
 

House sparrows were the most commonly spotted bird in 

gardens in Scotland, according to an RSPB survey.  More than 

43,000 people across Scotland took part in the Big Garden 

Birdwatch held on 24th – 25th January 2015. 
 

Starlings were the second most seen bird followed by 

chaffinches. Tree sparrows were ranked 16 - their highest 

position for 10 years.  Coal tits had the biggest fall in the 

rankings, going from number nine last year to 13 in 2015. 
 

 

 

The RSPB said there was a "notable decline" in the numbers of 

some winter migrants that were spotted over the Birdwatch 

weekend.  Fewer sightings of bramblings and waxwings may 

have been because of good conditions on the continent over the 

winter, reducing the need for these birds to migrate to 

Scotland. 
 

Keith Morton, species policy officer at RSPB Scotland, said the 

top two birds are among the UK's most threatened species.  He 

said: "It's great that so many people took part in this year's Big 

Garden Birdwatch.  Both house sparrows and starlings, the top 

two birds in our 2015 results, are red list species, and so your 

results help us at RSPB Scotland to paint a picture of how they and other birds are faring over winter." 
 

 

 

 

Members of our Church family and others to be remembered in your prayers 
 

Please continue to remember the following people in your daily prayers over the next month.  The 

Guthrie family, Alison and Allan MacKenzie, George Dunbar, Margaret West, Anne Lyle, 

Sheila Moir, Mary Urquhart, Bill and Betty Freel, Madda Georgeson and Duncan Gray. 
 

Margaret West. Unfortunately, the leg bone is not healing as quickly as she, and the doctors wish, 

and following a further X-ray in March her leg is still encased in supports for a further six weeks.  

However it was good to see Margaret and Don at the social event of the induction service on the 27th 

at Wardlaw Church and in attendance at Jonathan’s ‘preaching in’ by Rev. Mark Nicholas on the 29th. 
 

George Dunbar, husband of Bunty Dunbar, was admitted to Raigmore Hospital at the end of March 

with a suspected heart problem and a possible urinary infection.  Tests were carried out over the last 

week-end of March on his heart, and antibiotics prescribed to treat the infection.  George remains in 

hospital whilst further tests are carried out. 
 

Sheila Moir.  The consultant thinks that Sheila had a Transient Global Amnesia (TGA) episode in 

early March.  This looked like a mini stroke at the time, but doesn’t have the other lasting symptoms 

such as facial droop, slurred speech etc.  There is only one major blood vessel supplying the memory 

part of the brain, and if it is compromised by simply being cold and the capillaries shrink, the 

immediate memory is affected and there are no other blood vessels to help.  Sheila has been told it 

shouldn’t happen again but needs to take things a little easier. 
 

Bill Freel has recently been in the cardiac unit at Raigmore hospital after experiencing breathlessness 

and chest pains.  After investigations, Bill was told by the doctors he had fluid on his lungs, and this 

was drained.  They discovered that two muscles around the heart were ‘wasting away,’ and this was 

the reason for the fluid on the lungs, which caused him to be breathless.  While Bill was in hospital, 

Betty had a small, non-malignant growth removed from her ear.  Betty is also still experiencing pain 

in her legs which cause her mobility problems.  Bill has had a further 24 hour stay in Raigmore due to 

an irregular heartbeat at the end of March, but is now back at home recovering. 
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Musical Notes results 
 

During March members of the Inverness Group Scottish Women’s Institutes Choir, under the 

direction of Mary Robb and their conductor Liz Cooling, took part in two competitions. There are 10 

ladies from Beauly, Kirkhill and Kiltarlity in the choir. 
 

1. The Inverness Music Festival on Tuesday, 3rd March at Eden Court Empire Theatre.  The choir 

were entered in 3 classes.  This was their first appearance on the ‘big stage’ of the Empire Theatre 

and they gave a very commendable performance in each class, with the superb Badenoch Chorale 

Choir of Kingussie taking the trophies. 
 

2. The Scottish Women’s Institutes 2015 Choirs National Final was on Saturday, 28th March at 

Culloden Academy.  This was a competition against three other regional choirs - Perth and Kinross 

Institutes, the Cranloch Institute ( representing Moray and Nairn ) and the Braemar Institute 

(representing Aberdeenshire).  The Inverness Choir sang “Bring Me Sunshine” and the “The Holy 

City” and won the Kingdom Cup again.  They previously won this cup in 2012 when they entered this 

held in Perth that year.  John McLellan was Mary Robb’s music page turner and carried out his duties 

splendidly.  The prestigious Crawford Trophy was won by Cranloch Institute with “Bring Me 

Sunshine” and “Dream Angus.”  The Erskine Trophy for second place was jointly award to Braemar 

and Perth and Kinross.   All four choirs joined together to sing ‘Why We Sing’ at the end of the 

contest.  The Adjudicator was Andrew Nunn who graduated with distinction from the Royal 

Conservatoire of Scotland in July 2014 with a Masters in Conducting, specialising in choral music.  

Andrew was very complimentary about the Inverness ladies performance, especially their choice of 

the difficult “The Holy City” piece – their black folders and their modern dress with the tartan 

sashes also got a complementary mention. 
 

Other successes from the Inverness Music Festival with a Wardlaw Church connection were : 
 

Sasha Clement, Tonya’s daughter, took third place in a violin class and first in a cello class at Eden 

Court. Sasha was especially pleased with her winning the cello class as she picked it up just a few 

months ago, and is completely self-taught. 
 

Tonya Clement herself made her debut appearance in an organ class playing a recital piece by 

Guilmant, at the Ness Bank Church, Inverness. It was a big challenge for her as she had never played 

the Ness Bank organ before and just had to make educated guesses about the registration in the 

given acoustics.  Tonya managed to score a distinction mark from the judge, and lots of compliments 

from the audience - which she was thrilled with, as she only started playing the organ last June. 
 

Lots of Tonya’s students took part in the Festival, and two came joint third in an evening piano class.  
 

 

 

US vicar counts words spoken by women in Bible 
 

A US vicar, the Revd Lindsay Hardin Freeman, has spent three years analysing and logging every time 

that a woman speaks in the Bible.  Her research found that 93 women speak in the Bible, but only 49 

are named.  About 14,000 words are spoken by women in the Bible. 
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What happened to WW2 POW camps ? 
By Duncan Leatherdale BBC News 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
More than 500,000 Italian and German fighters were brought to Britain as prisoners of war during World 

War Two. They spent the remainder of the war in commandeered stately homes, old Army barracks or 

hastily thrown together huddles of huts, often built by the prisoners themselves. But what happened to 

the 1,500 POW camps they called home ?  One of those camps was Camp 21, Cultybraggan, Comrie, 

Perthshire. 
 

Maximum security Cultybraggan held 4,500 of 

the most extreme Nazis and was patrolled 

by Polish guards.  In December 1944 it was 

the scene of the brutal murder of 

interpreter Feldwebel Wolfgang Rosterg.  

Rosterg had been sent to the camp by 

mistake and was accused by inmates of 

exposing a mass escape plan from another 

camp.  He was tortured and beaten before 

being hanged in Cultybraggan's bathhouse.  

Five German soldiers were tried for his 

murder in London and hanged at HMP 

Pentonville.  Cultybraggan housed the most 

dedicated Nazis and it is rumoured Rudolf Hess spent a night there. 
 

 

After the war, the camp became an Army training facility 

and monitoring post, with a bunker built to house the 

BBC, government Ministers, BT and other important 

groups in the event of an escalation of the Cold War. 
 

In 2007 the camp was taken over by the Comrie 

Development Trust ( CDT ) and some of the more than 100 

remaining huts have been converted into business units. 
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Beauly Care Project - Senior Citizen’s Afternoon Teas in 2015 
 

Kilmorack dates are Tuesdays and Kirkhill dates are Thursdays 

2:30 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. – cost £1.50 
 

Month 

Kilmorack Hall 

Frances Grant 

782 496 

Kirkhill Community Centre 

Eileen Morrison 

831 185 

April 21st 30th  

May 19th 28th  

June 16th  25th  

July 21st  30th  

August 18th  27th 

September 15th  24th  

October 20th  29th  

November 17th  26th  

Christmas Special Afternoon Tea 

with entertainment 

Tuesday, 15th December 2015 

at Kirkhill Community Centre – 2:30 p.m. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The speakers at the last of the 2014/15 season meetings on 11th March were Sally and Alan of Distance 
Befrienders Highland.  Distance Befriending is a supported friendship ( by phone, letter or email ) between 
a volunteer and a person who …. 
 

has experience of mental ill-health. 
 

feels isolated or lonely. 
 

has few or no opportunities for social contact. 
 

lives in the Highland Council area. 
 

Volunteers are carefully selected and trained to keep regular arranged contact with those they befriend. To 
date 650 lonely people have been helped. Distance Befriending overcomes many of the hurdles to social 
contact caused by living in rural areas. It helps build confidence, reduces isolation and gives people a 
sense of belonging.  Distance Befrienders Highland is an arm of Befrienders Highland, a charity that has 
been providing a valuable service since 1993. 
 

Jeanette McLellan and Maris Elkin were re-elected as the Guild Committee at the short AGM that followed 
the Distance Befrienders presentation.  The Committee are looking for a further person to join them before 
the new 2015/16 season starts in October.  The Guild is open to both men and women. 
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The Presbytery of Lewis, Church of Scotland, is saddened and dismayed at the trajectory which the 
Church of Scotland’s General Assembly is presently following in relation to same sex relationships and 
the Ministry and it urges the Commissioners to the General Assembly of 2015 to reject the Overture on 
Ordination of Ministers in Civil Partnerships for the following reasons :  
 

> that whilst valuing those of homosexual orientation, the Presbytery believes 
that there is no Biblical text which approves homosexual practice; 

 

> only a very small marginal majority of Presbyters ( members of Presbytery ) across Scotland 
voted for this change to be introduced into the Law of the Church of Scotland 

with 54.6% voting FOR and 45.4% voting AGAINST; 
 

>to avoid the Church of Scotland becoming further disconnected from the traditional 
Reformed Christian spirituality of the Highlands and Islands where 70% of 

Presbyters voted AGAINST and 30% of Presbyters voted FOR this Overture, 
with 67% of the Highlands and Island Presbyteries voting AGAINST and 

33% voting FOR the Overture - this represents an overwhelming mandate 
for the status quo to remain without any option for change; and, 

 

>to avoid further confusion and schism within the Church of Scotland over this 
controversial issue resulting in more Members, Adherents and Ministers 

leaving the denomination. 
 

A letter, expressing similar views and concerns, was sent to the Acting Principal Clerk of the Church of 
Scotland in Edinburgh from the Presbytery of Inverness in January 2015. 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 Our grateful thanks to Rev. Mark Nicholas, Rev. Bruce Ritchie and Rev. Peter Donald for leading our worship 

services in March.  Wardlaw Church also wishes to thank our Interim Moderator, Rev. Peter Donald for leading 

the worship service on 22nd March, and then staying on to chair the Stated Annual Meeting – see page 18. 
 

 Congratulations to Bobbie King and Oliver Corbett, from Glasgow, who were joined in marriage by Rev. Jamie 

Watters at Wardlaw Church, Kirkhill on Saturday, 14th March 2015.  At the end of the service, Rev. Watters 

presented the couple with a Bible from the Wardlaw Church to mark this special day in their lives.  The wedding 

reception was held at Achnagairn House, and started with Highland Games in the grounds – the bride’s friends 

vs the groom’s friends. 
 

 Alasdair Morrison’s Mum, Mary ( Maimie ), passed away peacefully on 17th March at Kingsmills Care Home in 

Inverness.  There was an interment on Tuesday, 24th March, at Kilvean Cemetery at 10 o’clock, followed by a 

thanksgiving service at Kinmylies Church at 11 o’clock.  Both services were led by Rev. Dr. James Torrens of the 

Highland International Church.  The Wardlaw Church congregation sent their condolences to Alasdair, Eileen, 

Kathleen, Angus and the rest of the Morrison family at this time.  Our hearts are all saddened by their loss and 

our thoughts and prayers continue to be with the whole family. 
 

 A couple of ‘housekeeping’ matters with the arrival of the Humphrey family living in Wardlaw Manse.  Firstly, 

Jonathan has indicated, when things settle down after the first two weeks, he will be taking Saturday as a day 

off ( as much as a Minister can have one ), then after the first few weeks this will be extended to include Friday 

and Saturday as days off.  Secondly, please remember that Wardlaw Manse is their home, so please do not 

block the Manse drive, or park vehicles next to the Manse at any time. 
 

 Thanks to Maureen Matheson and Mary McClelland for proof reading this edition. 
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Church to honour father of modern physics 

 

The Moderator of the General Assembly held a unique light 

baton in tribute to the legendary scientist and Kirk elder 

James Clerk Maxwell, who is being honoured at this year's 

Edinburgh Science Festival with a special concert organised 

by the Church. 
 

At a ceremony in Edinburgh on Friday, 27th March, Rt Rev 

John Chalmers received the 'light baton' from Professor Tom 

Stevenson, who helped design it. 
 

The baton has been specially created by a Scottish company in 

recognition of Maxwell's revolutionary scientific discoveries on 

the nature of light.  The baton, which is travelling around Scotland 

as a tangible symbol of the International Year of Light, was developed with support from the Royal Society of 

Edinburgh. 

It is technically very sophisticated, using the latest LED technology, and in its base is a tablet which scrolls Maxwell's 

equations. 
 

James Clerk Maxwell is one of Scotland's greatest scientists.  His discoveries in the 19th Century helped usher in the 

era of modern physics, laying the foundation for such fields as special relativity and quantum mechanics.  His 

research led to the discovery of radio waves, and he is also credited with creating the world's first colour 

photograph using a piece of tartan. 
 

Moderator of the General Assembly, Rt Rev John Chalmers, said: "An elder of the Church of Scotland, Maxwell was 

as bold in his approach to his faith as he was to his science.  Founding director of the world famous Cavendish 

Laboratories in Cambridge, Maxwell was also a humorous and warm-hearted man who loved writing poetry.  "This 

year, which has been designated as the UN International Year of Light, marks 150 years since the publication of 

Maxwell's work on the nature of light, which laid the basis for much of modern physics." 
 

The Church of Scotland's Society, Religion and Technology Project is contributing its own tribute to Maxwell 

through a special event at the Edinburgh International Science Festival.  'And through the dark the brilliant light' - 

on 11th April ( 3 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. ) at the National Museum of Scotland – a narrative of Maxwell's life interwoven 

with music and song that includes some of the scientist's own poems, as well as pieces by Sir John Clerk of Penicuik, 

a direct descendant. 

 

 

Launch of the Churches Mutual Credit Union Ltd.  (CMCU) 
 

Church leaders including the Archbishop of Canterbury, the Moderator of the General Assembly of the 
Church of Scotland, and the President of the Methodist Conference, have welcomed their respective 
churches’ recent collaboration in forming the flagship credit union.   
 

The CMCU, which also includes the Scottish Episcopal Church, and the Church in Wales, is now open for 
business, and offers a range of savings and loan products.  At least 60,000 individuals, notably ordained 
ministers, licensed lay ministers, elders, employees and trustees of churches ( e.g. Parochial Church 
Council members ) and church charities are eligible to join, along with churches, Anglican and Church of 
Scotland charities as corporate members. 
 

Archbishop Justin said: “Credit unions have the potential to make a transformative contribution to our 
financial system.  I hope and expect that the experience of belonging to CMCU will encourage clergy and 
church workers to become increasingly effective advocates for credit unions in their communities.”  
 

For details if you are eligible for any loan product or savings plan, the contact number is : 01452 500 463 
( 9:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.).  Or write to CMCU, 3 Beaufort Buildings, Gloucester, GL1 1XB 
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Kirkhill Church of Scotland’s 2014 Statutory Annual Meeting – 22nd March 2015 
 

This annual meeting was held at Wardlaw Church promptly following the normal Sunday worship service 

on 22nd March 2015.  Our Interim Moderator Rev. Peter Donald, was the Convenor of the meeting.  Hard 

copies of the draft Trustees’ and Annual Accounts for 2014 had been available for the congregation to 

take away to review from 15th March.  An agenda and minutes from the 2013 Statutory Annual Meeting ( 

SAM ), held on 16th March 2014, were circulated to those attending the meeting.  The meeting was 

opened and closed with prayer by Rev. Donald. 
 

Margaret Birkbeck reported on the Sunday School activities and asked for the continuation of the 

congregation’s prayers and support for our young folk as they start their journey with our Lord Jesus 

Christ. 
 

Jeanette McLellan reported on all of the six Guild meetings held in 2014.  One ‘highlight’ of the year 

was the October meeting based on the Guild topic of ‘How to Share.’  A presentation of a beautiful and 

intricate crocheted panel of ‘The Lord’s Prayer’ which was lovingly created by Elma Rorison's mother, 

Mrs Isabella Budge in the 1920’s was made.  Elma most generously gifted it to the Church and we are 

privileged to have it hang in the Sanctuary.  The Guild wished to thank Maris and Mary for allowing The 

Guild to ‘take-over’ the Tuesday Coffee morning on 18th November, and all the Guild members who 

contributed to what was a very successful Guild Coffee Morning to mark Guild Week.  Everyone’s 

sterling efforts were hugely appreciated and seeing so many young Mums and children in the Church was 

reward for us all. 
 

Iain Mortimer then spoke on behalf of the ‘absent’ Ian Dearing as Property Convenor to report that the 

Church itself was still reaping benefits from the extensive refurbishment project in the last quarter of 

2011, i.e. no major work has been needed to be undertaken.  The two main expenses in the year were 

refurbishment of the gates and new posts for them at the entrance to the Church grounds and some 

woodworm treatment needed in the balcony area.  The outside west end gable will require work in the 

next 12 to 18 months at a cost of £12k to £15k. 
 

Iain Mortimer then spoke with his Church Treasurer ( Pro tem ) hat on.  The overall financial picture was 

excellent for 2014.  The principal sources of income are weekly offerings, income tax recovered ( Gift 

Aid ) thereon, investment income, and sundry donations.  The income from the Free Will Offering, Gift 

Aid tax collected, and the Open Plate fell back slightly to £23,378 from a figure of £23,479 in 2013, a 

0.4% decrease.  Overall our income shows a fall of 21% to £32,840 from the 2013 level of £41,502.  The 

reason for this £8,662 drop in revenue was that the 2013 totals included two one-off donations, one of 

£7,143 for the purchase and installation of the AV equipment, and one of a grant of £2,239 from the 

General Trustees.  At the year end the Church held unrestricted funds of £33,758 in the General Fund 

and £7,528 in the Fabric Fund.  The unrestricted General Fund equates to approximately 18 month’s 

expenditure based on the 2014 total costs of £22,303.  However, the 2015 costs will be considerably 

higher than in 2014 due to the improvement work at the Manse taking place in the first quarter of 2015 

and the appointment of Rev. Dr. Jonathan Humphrey from 27th March 2015.  It is the policy of the 

trustees to hold unrestricted General Fund reserves of at least six months’ expenditure and with all the 

2015 budget costs met, we will still meet that criterion.  At the end of 2014, we had a very healthy 

£43,230 held in all our different bank accounts. 
 

Maris Elkin as Session Clerk ( Pro tem ) was next to speak to deliver the Session Report.  The 2014 

Trustees’ Report contained all the details of our achievements and performances, so Maris only 

highlighted the following points from the Trustees’ Report, which were : 
  

 A new start time of 10 a.m. for Sunday worship commenced in January 2014, with Kiltarlity’s start 

time moving to 11:15 a.m.  The trial was extended at a joint Kirk Session meeting in November for a 

further six months to June 2015, to allow our new Minister, Rev. Jonathan Humphrey some input. 
 

 

 

/ contd. 
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 Following a joint Kirk Session meeting with Kiltarlity in November 2013, the joint service with 

Kiltarlity Church moved to the first Sunday in February from the historical date of Easter Sunday. 
 

 Mary Robb retired as our organist in May after just over 5 years’ faithful service.  A presentation was 

made to Mary by Rev. Willis Jones to express our grateful thanks to her for the music leadership she had 

given us over those years.   The post was advertised and Tonya Clement was appointed in June. 
 

 During 2014, the Session sadly ‘lost’ two long standing Elders – Walter MacFarlane in April and Graham 

Elkin in May.  Both men were committed servants of the Lord and of Kirkhill Church and are greatly 

missed by us all.  In September, Malcolm Macrae sorrowfully passed away after a short illness.  Malcolm 

was for many years our auditor and had taken on the role of Church Treasurer in April following Louise 

Monaghan’s resignation at the end of March.  Louise’s husband James died following a major heart 

operation in March and understandably Louise wished to spend more time with her family.  Bob Weir, a 

retired Elder of our Church, passed away suddenly in November at Highview Nursing Home.  Bob had 

been a member at this Church since 1963. 
 

 Probably the most significant achievement of the year was the conclusion of the work of the 

Nominating Committee who recommended that Rev Dr Jonathan Humphrey preach as sole nominee, 

which he did on 23rd November.  The two congregations subsequently voted in favour of the 

appointment of Jonathan (101 for and 3 against) and he accepted the invitation to become our Minister.  

Jonathan is being ordained and inducted on 27th March 2015 at Kiltarlity Church, and will be preached in 

on 29th March  here at Wardlaw.  Jonathan will conduct his first worship service as our Minister here on 

Easter Sunday, 5th April.  The Session wish to express their thanks to the Nominating Committee for 

their diligence and hard work on behalf of the congregations over a three year period. 
 

 At the November Session meeting it was agreed that Communion would be celebrated 6 times in 2015 

– February, April, May, June, September and November.  The April and June Communions would be 

celebrated at an evening service. 
 

 At the end of December 2014, there were 73 communicant members, 21 adherents and 23 on the 

supplementary roll.  There had been 1 baptism, 2 weddings and 5 funerals during the year. 
 

 The congregation is extremely grateful to our Interim Moderator, Rev. Peter Donald, for arranging for 

pulpit supply each week, and to each Minister or Reader who took part.  Particular thanks go to Rev 

Bruce Ritchie who agreed to give a considerable amount of time to our church and whose teaching 

ministry was greatly appreciated. 
 

 For all the different roles they play in the life of the church, the Session also wish to thank Margaret 

Birkbeck and Eileen Morrison for Sunday School, Flora Morrison and the Open the Book team, Mary Bell 

for being our Safeguarding Co-ordinator, Iain Mortimer for being our Presbytery Elder and editor of The 

Parishioner, Alasdair and Eileen Morrison for Third Sunday, Jeanette McLellan for the Guild, Anne Lyle 

for the weekly, and special displays, of flowers, Ian Dearing as our Property Convenor, and the folks 

who clean the Church every week on a rota basis  – Julie and Malcolm Fraser, Margaret and David 

Birkbeck, Maris Elkin, Mary and Henry Bell, and to all the folks who serve the refreshments every Sunday 

after the service. 
 

 Despite the sadness of losing several long-standing and well-loved members, it has been a positive 

year for the congregation at Wardlaw Church where we have known God’s blessing in fellowship and 

Bible teaching.  Reaching out to the community through special services like Café Church, the Coffee 

Morning and ‘Open the Book’ has also brought encouragement and blessing.  We look forward with 

anticipation to all that the Lord will do, in and through our congregation, in the coming year. 

 
If any member wishes to have a copy of the full Kirkhill Church of Scotland Trustees’ Annual Report and 

Accounts for 2014, would they please speak to Iain J. Mortimer, or contact him on 782 648, and he will 

arrange for you to receive a copy. 
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Random Senior thoughts 
 

  Wouldn't it be great if we could put ourselves in the dryer for ten minutes; come out wrinkle-free and three sizes smaller !  

  

  I don't trip over things, I do random gravity checks !  

 

  Old age is coming at a really bad time ! 

   

  The biggest lie I tell myself is ... "I don't need to write that down, I'll remember it."  

  

  Lord grant me the strength to accept the things I cannot change, the courage to change the things I can and the friends to pay    

  my fines when I finally snap ! 

  

  I don't have grey hair.  I have "wisdom highlights."  I'm just very wise. 

  

  My people skills are just fine.  It's my tolerance to idiots that needs work.  

  

  If God wanted me to touch my toes, he would've put them on my knees.  

  

  The grandchildren text me "plz" which is shorter than please.  I text back "no" which is shorter than "yes."  

   

  Lord, Give me patience and give it to me NOW.  

 

  Of course I talk to myself, sometimes I need expert advice.  

   

  At my age "Getting lucky" means walking into a room and remembering what I came in there for. 
  

Chocolate comes from cocoa which is a tree ...  

that makes it a plant which means ...  

chocolate is salad !!! 
 

 

 

 

Never Far Away 
   

We can only imagine how the two travellers to Emmaus felt knowing that Jesus had died.  Gone were their hopes 

for a bright future.  They thought God had let them down.  They had suffered a cruel blow and were bewildered 

and upset.  In their grief, the risen Jesus came alongside them and spoke with them at length but somehow they 

didn’t recognise Him.  Why was this, and why did Jesus intend to leave them at Emmaus without first revealing who 

He was ?  
  

The answers may be found by looking back at the encounters Jesus had with people.  He never forced His true 

nature onto anyone.  Every individual had to make up their own mind as to who He was, and to decide if the things 

He said were true.  Today, Jesus does not ’gate-crash’ into our lives.  In a number of ways He gently and 

persuasively reveals Himself.  So, the story of the walk to Emmaus should encourage us each time we feel His 

absence; at those times when we thought He would step in and immediately solve our problems !  On our journey 

of life, we can have times of sadness and it can seem as though God is far away.  
  

But while we are thinking that Jesus has left us alone, He is actually with us.  He knows where we are and what we 

are feeling.  He can quietly draw alongside us.  Surprisingly, it can sometimes be in situations of sadness and 

solitude that Jesus ‘speaks’ to us more clearly.  We don’t have to go off in search of some ‘religious experience’ or 

to a special ’holy place.’  He is present in the here and now.  Jesus is the unseen companion on every journey and 

the unseen guest at every meal.  In His way and in His time, our Lord reveals Himself to us in different situations.  

We may be aware of His presence in surprising circumstances and on unexpected occasions.   How important it is 

that we stay alert. 
  

There will be times when we will be like those two men on the Emmaus Road, searching for answers.  We will 

earnestly desire clear and direct answers to our questions and the knowledge, understanding or revelation may be 

slow to come.  But, with Jesus, there are many lessons to be learnt along our Emmaus Road than would have been 

discovered any other way. 

Further reading: Luke 24:13-35 
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Eileen Morrison gives a huge thanks to the 15 volunteers from both Kirkhill and Kiltarlity who came to clean the 

Manse after the renovations.  It was a pleasure to work with you all and the finished result was most 

satisfactory.  Thanks, too, for the provision of tea, coffee and shortbread for the workers which was most 

welcome. We are aware that others were unable to help who would have liked to be involved and we 

appreciate that timing or illness prevented their support.  Jonathan’s sister, Rosie, who arrived 30 minutes 

before the Humphrey family did not unpack the mop and bucket she had with her to help Jonathan and Kate 

to clean the Manse when she saw the pristine state of the property.  The Humphrey family were also very 

impressed on their arrival on Wednesday afternoon with the results of all your hard work sparkling in the 

spring sunshine. 

Thank you 
 

“Mary Urquhart sincerely thanks all relatives and friends who offered prayers, sent get well 

cards, gifts and flowers and visited me in Raigmore Hospital.  I have made a wonderful 

recovery and I am now a resident in Urray House in Muir of Ord. signed Mary” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

During my illness I have been given so much warmth and encouragement from 

all the Church family - thank-you so much for all your prayers and support.  It 

has made my illness so much easier to cope with. 
 

Mary McClelland very kindly stepped in and did the Church flowers, thank-you 

Mary 
 

A big thank-you to all -  Anne Lyle 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A presentation was made to me, Iain Mortimer, prior to the Sunday service on 
29th March by Rev. Jonathan Humphrey on behalf of the Wardlaw 
congregation of a NLT Bible to acknowledge my role in the Church during 
the three years of vacancy.  I was taken completely by surprise ( and 
severely embarrassed ) by this presentation, and thank Alasdair Morrison 
for his very kind and sincere words.  The vacancy period for us has seen 
many folk step out from the body of the kirk and take on different, and 
sometimes challenging roles for them personally, e.g. scripture readings, 
vacancy prayers, serving refreshments, etc.  The whole Church, I think, has 
grown stronger during the uncertain times that a vacancy brings to a 
congregation by all these individuals actions.  I think we should all take a 
‘pat on the back’ for what we have achieved since January 2012.  We can 
now look forward to exciting times with our new shepherd to guide and 
teach us. To echo Iain Marr’s words from the front page we are all 
uplifted, full of hope and praising God with the arrival of Jonathan and 

Kate into our Highland parish. 

 

Thanks to Avril Marr for the photograph 
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Minister – Rev. Jonathan Humphrey 

    831 247 / 07587 186 424     
   jandkhumphrey@btinternet.com 
 

Session Clerk - Maris Elkin   831 590                                                
 

Safeguarding Coordinator – Mary Bell 
   831 717 / mgb41@btinternet.com 
 

Kirkhill Sunday School – Margaret Birkbeck  
     831 518 / birkbeck2000@yahoo.com 

 

 
KirkLink editor – Iain J. Mortimer 782 648 / 07833 188 939 

iain.mortimer1@btinternet.com 
Birchwood, 7 Priory Place, Beauly, IV4 7GB 

 

Church web-site – www.kiltarlityandkirkhill.org.uk 
 

 

WARDLAW CHURCH’S APRIL 2015 EVENTS DIARY 

SUNDAY 5th  Easter Sunday morning worship at 10:00 a.m. 

SUNDAY 5th  Easter Communion service at 6:00 p.m. 

TUESDAY 7th  Coffee / tea / home baking between 10:00 a.m. and 12 noon. 

WEDNESDAY 8th  Prayer meeting at 7:00 p.m. 

SUNDAY 12th  Sunday morning worship at 10:00 a.m.  

TUESDAY 14th Coffee / tea / home baking between 10:00 a.m. and 12 noon. 

WEDNESDAY 15th Prayer meeting at 7:00 p.m. 

SUNDAY 19th  Sunday morning worship at 10:00 a.m.  

SUNDAY 19th Third Sunday Praise at 6:00 p.m. 

TUESDAY 21st  Coffee / tea / home baking between 10:00 a.m. and 12 noon. 

WEDNESDAY 22nd  Prayer meeting at 7:00 p.m. 

SUNDAY 26th  Sunday morning worship at 10:00 a.m. 

TUESDAY 28th Coffee / tea / home baking between 10:00 a.m. and 12 noon. 

WEDNESDAY 29th Prayer meeting at 7:00 p.m. 

WARDLAW CHURCH’S MAY 2015 EVENTS DIARY 

SUNDAY 3rd  Sunday morning worship at 10:00 a.m. 

SUNDAY 3rd  First Sunday Praise at Kiltarlity Free Church starting at 6:00 p.m. 

 

Jesus can be contacted 24 hours a day: just go on-line via your knee-mail.  anon 

Science can add years to your life, but only Christ can add life to your years.  anon 

Tomorrow is often the busiest day of the week.  anon 

 

The May 2015 edition will be available on 26th April 2015 

mailto:iain.mortimer1@btinternet.com
http://www.kiltarlityandkirkhill.org.uk/

